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ABSTRACT 



In order to assess preteen activities in a moderate sized 
community in Georgia, selected group of classroom teachers conducted a pilot 
study. A questionnaire was developed and distributed to approximately 1,000 
fifth-grade children and the results are presented here. It was discovered 
that Blacks, more than Whites, and boys, more than girls, reported higher 
levels of positive self-esteem. Self-esteem differences were significant for 
race but not for gender. Blacks, more than Whites, reported attending school 
on a regular daily basis and all groups believed that after- school sports 
were equally, if not more, important than watching television. For all 
children, there was an adult at home 60% of the time when children returned 
from school. Likewise, over 60% of the children claimed that they prefer to 
seek answers to their queries from parents rather than friends, teachers, or 
school counselors. Some 70% of children reported that a parent or other adult 
at home had talked to them about sex, with no significant differences for 
race or gender emerging. Most respondents believed that children should be 
instructed about sex between the ages of 10 and 13. More than 90% were 
knowledgeable about AIDS. More Blacks than Whites, and more boys than girls, 
reported being sexually active. (RJM) 
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Description of the Question 

A group of teachers, social workers, and members of the medical profession in 
a moderate size Georgia community, 40 miles west of Atlanta, convened to discuss the 
substantial rise in teen pregnancies. From this meeting, the local representative of the 
state Cooperative Extension Service organized The Teen Pregnancy Prevention 
Council. Regular monthly meetings followed that included teachers, two physicians 
from the local hospital, representatives from local human service agencies, the director 
of city recreation services, city and county nurses, and two college professors. 

The county health service nurse reported during the first genera meeting that 
she had been invited by a county school administrator to teach a class at the middle 
school about human sexuality. After a few sessions, she was asked to discontinue this 
class because parents complained that the instruction was too explicit. The two 
sessions that were conducted prior to discontinuance, revealed to the teacher/nurse, 
that a great deal of false information about sex existed among teen boys and girls. For 
example, one girl in the first session offered, “I heard that you cannot get pregnant if 
you do it standing up”. And, another child informed the group that, “A girl can’t get 
pregnant if the boy stops at the right time." 

The nurse was also surprised to discover that the teen father of a child had a 
condom in his possession at the time of intercourse, but neither the boy nor the girl 
were actually certain about how it should be used. It was this experience that 
encouraged the nurse to include condom instruction in her health class. When parents 
discovered that this information was included as course content, the school principal 
was pressured to eliminate the course. 

The Teen Pregnancy Prevention Council, decided to conduct a study of preteen 
and teen activities in the community in order to acquire some essential baseline 
information. This information was also shared with professionals working in community 
agencies involved with teens who might be vulnerable. 

A selected group of classroom teachers were asked to conduct a pilot study to 
determine the feasibility of an investigation to assess preteen and teen neighborhood 
activities, and devise a final instrument that was both valid and reliable. From an initial 
pilot study, a committee of teachers and college professors developed the final 
instrument. In selecting, developing and revising the final instrument, various changes 
were made. While some questions were analyzed for semantics, phrasing, and 
content, other changes were influenced by the developmental level of the children to 
be sun/eyed, and the wording and content that would not jeopardize parental 
approval. For example, questions were initially devised in a ykert scale format 
involving five choices from always to never. This format Vi/as retained for some 
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